[image: image1.png]


Norfolk Police Department

Crime Prevention Tips

For Burglary Prevention

Home Security
Most residential burglars devote little if any time to the advance planning of any specific break-in. Their crimes are, for the most part, crimes of opportunity. They pick what appears to be an easy mark. If their advance checking and closer examination reveal a greater risk than anticipated, they move on to a safer target. The more you can do to keep your home from looking like an easy target, the safer you are. There are also many steps that you can take to minimize your loss and improve your chances of recovery if a break-in does occur.

The first step in improving overall security is to take a hard look at the security measures already in use in your home. To help you with this task, the Norfolk Police Department has developed a Home Security Survey. Conducting a security survey is important; we offer this as a free service to all residents of Norfolk. Go through this simple test carefully. 

Look at your house at night as well as in the daytime. Remember, the test points out security weaknesses around you home. Your home cannot be adequately protected until these weaknesses are corrected.

Landscaping and Yard Security

A few alterations to your landscaping can be enough to put off intruders. To avoid getting caught, intruders look for property they can get into and out of quickly. Their ideal target 
is a house surrounded by large hedges and shrubs, which hamper visibility from the street and neighbors houses.  

· How high are your hedges and shrubs?

· Are your windows and doors visible and unobstructed?

Street Numbers
Street numbers should be easily visible from the street. Critical time can be saved by emergency responders when the street address for the house is visible from a distance.

· Is your address easily visible from the street?

· If someone were looking for your house, could they find it quickly and easily?

Exterior and Interior Lighting 

It is a known fact, that good lighting is a deterrent to crime. While any lighting will help reduce your risk of becoming a victim, the proper lights, used correctly will be the most effective deterrent to criminal activity.

· Are there dark areas in your yard?

· Are some areas in the shadows?

· Is your yard and house well lit?
· When you leave home at night, do you leave the same light on every time?

If you answered YES to any of the above questions, your home could be at risk. Please contact the Norfolk Police Department Crime Prevention Section for a Home Security Survey 664-6901[image: image2.png]



